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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Wha aterrible winter for beekeepers!
The reports I'm getting from most of you
out there are tha weare seeing winter kills
ranging from 85 to 100%! Thisseemsto be
astatewide phenomenon, and was dueto the
prolonged cold. A fter all, December was the
second coldest on record with only two days
that were not bd ow norma. Package bees
aredready in shat supply. So, if you haven't
ordered any, don't expect it to be essy to
find any. When you do find them, don’t be
surprised if you are putting them in during
May.

Ground moisture looks adequate for
spring flowering. Varoa mites will still be
around as will AFB, tracheal mites, and
nosema Don't forget to treet and follow rec-
ommendaions. | am starting to feel likea
farmer who will have that “big crop” this
year. Tha's part of being abeckeeper —eter-
na optimism.

S eve Myes, Resi dent

APRIL 13MEETINGIN PEKIN

The next meeting of the HIBA mem-
bershipwill be in Pekin on April 13, begin-
ning a 7:30 p.m. Our guest spesker for the
evening will beJim Ackerman whosetopic
will be Honey Bee Poallination and Pump-
kin Productionin Tazwe | County. TheFri-
day evening megting in Pekin will be hdd
a theTazewel | Farm Bureau building, 1505
VdleVista Mark thisdaeand timeon your
cdendar now so that you won't miss this
important event. In addition to this specid
tdk, there will be the usud business mest-
ing, and plenty of opportunities to socid-
ize, aswell asto windoor prizes. Asusud,
members are encouraged to bring honey
recipetreats to share

MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 9
GENERAL MEETING

The first generd meeting of 2001 was
held in the Farm Bureau building in Peoria
on February 9. A day of nasty weather fol-
lowed by a cold evening limited attendance
to fifteen members and guests. The mem-
bership was cdled to order by President
SteveMayesat 7:35 p.m. Thefirst order of
business was the awarding of a certificate
of appreciation to Eal and Nola Lutz for
their many years of service to HIBA.

Tom Elston announced that Bill
Fleming of the East Centrd Illinois Bee
keepers Association will again be going
south this spring to bring back package bees
to central lllinois Members placing orders
can pick them up & Tom's home east of
Bloomington for $50/pkg (marked/clipped
gueens extra). More detailsare avalablein
the December newsletter. To order cdl Tom
at (309) 378-2871 or E-mail him at
Tdston440@eol.com. (EDITOR’S NOTE:
The deadline for ordering is now long
passed.) | t was al so announced thet a group
from Sulliven, IL, will be getting Buckfast
bees from Texas for $51/pkg.

Carl Wenning announced that 75-80
peopleareexpected for the4thannud HIBA
Beekeeping Course on February 10. The
event is expected to net dose to $500 for
HIBA. Also, abeekeeping beginner kit wil |
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be ref fled with profits going to support the
Honey Princess/Beekeeping A mbassador
program. Carl dso presented adraft honey
princess brochure, eventually duplicates of
which will be handed out at various mest-
ings. Thedraft featured honey recipesand a
photo of 2001 Honey Princess Rebecca
Wenning.

Thenew genera megting show-and-tdll
festurewaswdll rece ved. Janet Hart showed
abook entitled 4t Annual Report of thellli-
noi s Sate Beekeeper s Associ ati on published
in 1919. Doug Voltz showed agroup of bees
embedded in dear plastic tha he and wife
Susan use when making presentations to
school children. Don Wddman showed a
homemade mite trap similar to one of the
evening's door prizes. He also displayed a
fan apparaus used to circul aeair through a
stack of supers as part of his honey drying
process. Last but not lesst, SteveMayes dis-
played a variety of items from his antique
collection. I nduded were avery old smoker
and numerous old glass, metd, and stone-
ware honey containers.

Steve Chard, lllinois’ chief gpiary in-
spector, was themai n spegker. He presented
datashowing thedeclineinlllinois beskeep-
ing over the past 13 years. In 1988 Illinois
had 2966 registered beckeepers managing
37,025 colonies. By the mid 90'sthe num-
bers had declined over 50%. In 2000, 18,504
col onieswere being managed by only 1142
regi stered beekeepers. Of thosed most 1000
had 10 or fewer colonies; 31 had 50-t0-100;
and e ght had 400 or more.

As part of thelearning experience in his
position, Sevejoined his staff intheinspec-
tion of about 4,000 hives in 1999 and 1731
in 2000, the lesser number being due to
weather factors and reduced staff. Of the
hives inspected in 2000, 855 were opened.
Of these d most 50% had varroamites; only
2% had American Foulbrood and none had
European Foul brood. Other poi nts made by
Steve

o Lastfdl theEPAissued limitsfor traces
of themitetrestment coumaphosto 100
p.p.b. inliquid honey and 100 p.p.m. in
comb honey.

* The USDA is merging the operaions
of the Tucson Research Lab tothe Lab
in Weslaco, Texas.

* Russian bees have been found to be
somewhat more mite resistant than
other breeds.

It redly pays to attend HIBA general
medtings. This year Steve Mayes has ob-
tained awhole bunch of great door prizes.
At thismeseting prizesinduding asmoker, a
free bee journa subscription, a mite trap,
hivetools, honey jars, and jars of honey/cin-
namon spread were won by 13 of the 15
people present. Honey-based treats and
lively conversation followed the meeting
and continued until about 10:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Don Vel dnan, Secretary

HIBABEEKEEPING COURSE A
RESOUNDING SUCCESS

The 4" Annual HIBA beekeeping
course was a resounding success. Held in
Bloomington onFebruary 10, the coursewas
atended by some 70 prospective beekeep-
as representing approximatdy 45 house-
holds from across Illinois and Missouri.
Assisting with the course were HIBA mem-
bes Jang and Danny Hart, Jean Nyman,
Don Hughes, Tom Elston, Earl Lutz, Doug
and Sue Voltz, and the entire Wenning fam-
ily. Also showing up to provide emotiond
support were Steve and Jill Mayes who were
ableto attend only at the end of theday due
to aconcurrent ISBA Board Meeting. Sev-
eral HIBA memberswereamong thosereg-
istered for the course.

Thisyear’sevent had thelargest enroll -
ment in the history of the course. Over the
past few years, over 250 individuds from
across linois and adj oi ning states have par-
ticipated in this annua event. This success
story spesks volumes about threethings: the
interest of thegenerd publicin beskeeping,
the need for additiona beskeeping courses
to be hdd throughout lllinois, and the hard
work and ceasd ess dedication of the Heart
of lllinois Beekeepers in promoting bee-
kegping. In atendance a the megting were
Tony Erwin and Harvey Seering from the
St. Clair Beskeepers' Associaion who are
considering holding ther own beekeeping
courseintheBdleville, IL, areajust east of
St. Louis. Also stopping in for abrief pe-
riod of timewerel SBA'sRich Ramsey, Rita
Taylor, Uddl Meyer, and Ray Chapman who
happened to be intown for the|SBA Board
mesting.

Page 2

Financidly spesking, theworkshop was
agreat success as wdl. The proceeds from
workshop werejust under $400, and araffle
for the Honey Princess / Beekeeping Am-
bassador program netted more than $170.
Thetota income on the day was $570.54.
Tim Spearly of Peoriawon the raffle The
raffle prize consisted of a complete as-
sembled beehive, helmet, veil, shielded
stainless sted smoker, hivetool, sting resis-
tant gloves, and the book Begkeepinginthe
Midwest by Jaycox.

Course participants were, for the first
timein thehistory of the series, surveyed at
the dose of the day. The following results
were obtained: 30% found out about the
course from afriend, 27% from a newsl &-
ter, 20% from a beekeeping journd, 6%via
a newspgper, and 17% from a variety of
sources. Survey results indicate that 80%
were very satisfied with the course, and 17%
were somewhat sdisfied. There was one
non-response, and no one indicated any de-
gree of disappointment. The written com-
ments were extremely positive. Comments
such as “Enthusiasm! Not dumbed down;
not patronizing. Handouts — yeah!” and
“Format isgreat. Kegping on timeschedule
great. Postponing questions ‘til proper time
ismasterful!” and “Excdlent!” Thesurveys
will bemadeavailableat the April member-
ship meeting for review by dl who assisted.
Two photographs and a short article ap-
peared on page A5 of the Bloomington
Pantagraph the day after the event.

A spedid note of recognition for Tom
Elston, Danny and Janet Hart, and Rebecca
and Carl Wenning for making presentetions
throughout theday. A “tip of the hat” to ev-
eryone who generously prepared a number
of treats and assi sted with questions during
break times.




2001 HIBA HONEY PRINCESS
UPDATE

On Saturday, March 3, 2001 HIBA
Honey Princess Rebecca Wenning pre-
sented information about honey, honey
bees, and beekeeping to two groups of
adults attending the Expanding Your Hori-
zons through Sci ence and Mathemati cs con-
ference hdd onthecampus of Illinois State
University in Normd. A totd of 26 teach-
ers and parents atended Rebecca’'s two,
one-hour sessions. Rebecca described the
life of acolony, the protective devices and
tools of beekeepers, explaned the nature of
ahive, and provided a number of education
resources that ¢l assroom teschers could use
to prepare unit plans asthe basis for teach-
ing aout honey bees. Rebecca received a
large number of very positive commentsfor
her contributions.

Sincebeing chosento serve assHIBA's
first Honey Princess, Rebecca and her par-
ents haveworked diligently on producing a
brochure for promoting the use of honey.
Thebrochur e conta ns nineyummy, honey-
based recipes as wdl as tips for using and
storing honey. Copi es of the brochure hope-
fully will beavalableto HI BA membersat
theApril 13 meetingin Pekin.

Rebeccanow has plans for additiona
Honey Princess presentations. On May 15
shell spegk to 4-H studentsin Hartford, IL.
On June 19 she will speak at the
Bloomington Public Library where in the
past shehas had audiences of 100 and more.
OnJuly 10 she will spesk at Warner Public
Library at Clinton, IL. Rebecca was asked
to present a the Warner Library as, evi-
dently, the BPL people who had seen
Rebecca present her tak about beekeeping
before were“ raving” about Rebecca' s ear-
lier presentation & ameeting of library di-
rectors.

OUTREACH UPDATES

On March 8, Tom Elston gavea honey
bee demonstration to 50+ students and
adults a the Tri-Valey Elementary School.
There were severd groups of kids in the
audience. Onegroup was studying thelives
of pioneersand Tom had to rd ate beekeep-
ing to that time period. He also gave an-
other beedemo tak to25 studentsand adults
in the Animal Awareness dass a Centrd

Caholic High School on Feb. 27. Accord-
ingto Tom, "It was fun being able totalk to
an ol der group of kids and being abl etospesk
more in-depth about the honey bee."

OnMarch 11, Steveand Jill Mayesand
Tom Elston went to Springfied towork the
ISBA booth at the Illinois Products-Food
Far. There was a big crowd of over 3200
served by 48 lllinois vendors, and lots of
samples of free food were provided. Our
beckeeperstaked about bees, gave out over
500 clover honey stix, passed out informa
tion and reci pe brochures from the Nationa
Honey Board, and sold somehoney. Fun was
had by dl.

ERRORIN PRICE OF BEE CULTURE

The last issue of the Heart of Illinois
Beckeeper newsletter contained an error in
the subscription price of Bee Culture The
price for one year read $13; it should have
read $16. The price for two years read
$25.00; it should have read $31. The news-
|etter editor regretstheerror, and asksthat if
anyone recently renewed Bee Cultureusing
theform from theback of the February 2001
issue of this newsletter, tha an additiona
$3.00 or $6.00, as gppropriate, be given to
the Assodi aion secretary, Don Wa dman, at
one of the next meetings. If you choose to
send the extra money to Don, you may re-
duce that amount by $0.50 to cover thecost
of theenvd opeand stamp if you wish.Again,
the newsletter editor regrets any inconve
niences and loss of income for the Associa
tion thismay have caused.

PLANNING FOR TRI-STATE
METING CONTINUES

The ISBA "summer" meating for 2002
will be hed as a tri-state event in conjunc-
tion with the state associaions of Missouri
and lowa. The meeting, to be hosted by
Dadant & Sons, Inc. of Hamilton, IL, will
be hdd in Keokuk, IA, on Saturday, March
9, 2002. Carl Wenning of HIBA is serving
as central 1llinois region represendiveon the
planning committee. He joins Joe Graham
of Dadants, Bob Cox of lowa, and Larry
Hensley of Missouri.

Thesummer megting isbeing hed dur-
ing March to ensure maximum attendance
a thismedting. Similar metingsintheeerly
1980's and 1990's drew between 200-300

beckeepers each time. Next year's event is
expected to have the theme of "Practical
Beekeeping." A number of well known re-
searchers and authors from American Bee
Journal will present taks. These tdks are
expected to fill the Saturday morning ses-
sions, and workshops areexpected tofill the
afternoon sessions. During the afternoon on
Friday and morning on Saturday, the man
plant & Dadant & Sorsin Hamilton, IL, will
be open for tours and purchases of equip-
ment.

A planning meeting will be held in
Hamilton, IL, on Thursday, April 12. Carl
will provide additiond detals a the April
13 meeting of theHIBA membershipin Pe-
kin. Carl represents not onlythe |ISBA at this
meeting, but aso the central region of the
ISBA that isresponsi blefor hosting the sum-
mer meeting in 2002. HIBA last hosted the
ISBA summer megting in Bloomington dur-
ing June 1999.

BEEKEEPINGITEMSFOR SALE

Elmer Dotzert of Secor, IL, has shd-
low superswith frames and wax, hiveswith
inner covers, lids, bottom board, and frames
for sde All key items have been torched,
scraped, painted, and are in “ grea shape’
asElmer tdlsit. If you are interested in ac-
quiring theseitems, cdl Elmer a 309-744-
1986.

MEMBER'SARTICLES
BROADLYDISTRIBUTED

As you probably know, Carl Wenning
has been writing for American Bee Journal
for nearly the past two years. Now, hisar-
ticles are beng disseminated far and wide.
One of his atides, “The Language of Bee-
keeping,” wasrecently reprinted in thejour-
na Austral asian Beskeeping and his“Prof-
itable Beskeeping” recently was posted on
the National Honey Board's website at
www.nhb.org. For the past three years Cal
has been editing the Heart of Illinois Bee-
keeper newsletter and for the past one year
the | SBA Bulletin newsl etter. Back i ssues of
morerecent is-
sues can be
found on the

WWwWWwW at
WWW.i sba.ws
a n d

WWW.i sba.ws
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2001 HIBA Membership Application/Renewal Form

NAME E-MAIL

HOMEADDRESS

HOME PHONE NUMBER ( )

LBS. 2000PRODUCTION_____ NO. OF PRODUCING COLONIES ___~ YEARSTARTED BEEKEEPING ___

2001 Association Rate Journal Subscriptions

Orders for journals are accepted December through April only.

Renewd New 1Year 2 Years 3 Years Amount

American Bee Journal [] O $15.00 $28.50 $4025 $ P

Bee Culture 0 0O $16.00 $31.00 NA S Plecse e

The Speedy Bee O O $13.50 $25.50 $34.25 $ indicate
“renewd"

2001 Dues Check membership application type: [1 Renewa [ New $ 10.00 or "new."

Donation for Princess / Ambassador Program $____

Total Submitted for Journals Dues& PrincessAmbassador Program $

Remit this application/renewa form aong with membership dues and payment for desired journd s to:
Don Waldman, HIBA Secretary, 14409 Schlink Rd., Brimfield, IL 61517. M ake checks payableto
“HIBA.” For answers to questions about membership, contact HIBA Secretary Don Wa dman by phone
a (309) 446-9728 or e-mail: donwald@npoint.net.

Visit the HIBA website at the following URL : www.hiba.ws

If thebox at theend of thislineis checked, your membership will expireon April 30, 2001. |:|
Pleaserenew your duesimmediatdy to avoid lapsein membership and missed mailings.

Heart of Illinois Beekeeper
Carl J. Wenning, Editor
21 Grandview Drive
Normd, IL 61761-4071
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